6	THE GOLDEN LOTUS
Po-£htieh felt uncomfortable, but he drank a few cups more.
"You have too much to say/' he said to Ch'ang Chih-chieh,
"Now you must tell us another story," Hsi-mSn said. But
Po-chiieh was afraid to commit himself again. "Never mind,"
Hsi-mfen said, "it is only fun, come along." Po-chiieh felt
more at ease.
"When Confucius was travelling in the west," he began,
"someone caught a unicorn. For some reason Confucius did
not see it and, day and night, he wept and cried bitterly in his
house. His disciples were afraid that he would fall ill, so they
got a bull, dressed it up in copper coins and tried to persuade
him that this was the animal. But the moment Confucius set
eyes on it he saw through their trick. 'Obviously,' he said,
'this is a very wealthy bull, but why do you try to make out
that it is a uuicorn?' "
When he had finished his story, Po-chiieh fell upon his
knees before Hsi-mSn Ch'ing. "I know I am not fit to live,"
he said, "but I really didn't mean any harm."
Hsi-men Ch'ing laughed and told him to stand up. Golden
Bracelet laughed too, 'iBeggar Ying," she said, "you are
always trying to be smart at other people's expense. Now
you've put your foot in it. Father, don't pay any heed to him."
Po-chueh was annoyed at this. He went to Golden Bracelet
and struck her on the head. "That rascal Ch'ang," he said, "is
bad enough.'There was Tio need for you, you little whore, to
say anything more." He had hit her hard and hurt her. She
dared not cry but it was clear that she was very much put
out.
"You dog," Hsi-mSn ^Ch'ing said, laughing, "first you
make rude jokes about me and then you begin hitting people.
What punishment do you really want?"
Po-chiieh laughed and put his arm round Golden Bracelet,
"My daughter," he said, "where were you brought up with
such tender care that you are ready to cry at a little tap like
that? It surprises me that you are able to put up with things
as big as a donkey's."
Golden Bracelet turned her head and looked scornfully at
him. "Beggar," she said* "pray when were you there to see:
You are talking nonsense. It is your wife who has to endure
a thing as big as a donkey's."

